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1. A San Diego County regional energy plan was prepared in 1994 by local
government, ratepayers, conservationists, members of the public and utility
experts, such as UCAN and the Border Power Plant Working Group. The San
Diego County regional energy plan proposes viable alternatives to the Sunrise
Powerlink. SDG&E consistently ignores our local energy plan . In addition, an
even greater number of alternatives to major transmission systems have become
available since the San Diego County regional energy plan was prepared in 1994.

There are alternatives to the Sunrise Powerlink for meeting the energy needs of
San Diego County. These include:

e Distributed energy projects already underway and planned for the County.

e Roof-top and parking lot solar programs. The mission of the Julian
Energy Group is to take Julian off of the SDG&E power grid by using
local roof-top and parking lot solar power.

e Future technology advances in the area of on-site power generation and
storage that will eliminate the need for long distance power transmission.

2. Severe and lrreversable Fire Hazards

The Wildfire Research Institute (Ramona, California) has concluded that the
Sunrise Powerlink creates a “non-defendable, fire-flume, death trap” that has the
potential of killing many civilians and fire fighters.

3. Severe and Irreversable Damage to Anza-Borrego State Park

The Sunrise Powerlink will cause severe and irreversible damage to Anza-
Borrego State Park. In addition, the Sunrise Powerlink will establish the
undesirable precedent of compromising state parks and other natural areas that are

protected for the public.

4. Severe and Irreversable Damage to the Biodiversity of San Diego County

San Diego County has received designation as an international “biodiversity
hotspot” from the United Nations because of the high number of protected plant
and animal species that occur in the County (more than any other county in the
contiguous United States: Natural History Museum of San Diego). The severe
damage to County biodiversity resulting from the Sunrise Powerlink can not be
mitigated.
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